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INQUIRIES 

If you want to know more about these statistics ring Mr Colin Squair on Canberra 527126 or 
our State office, or write to Information Services, ABS, P.O. Box 10, Belconnen, A.C. T. 2616. 

.... 

For copies of this publication contact Information Services, Canberra 526627 or State offices . 

MAIN FEATURES 

j n February 1979 savings and trading banks approved 
3 combined total of $294.0 million in loans to 
individuals for the construction and purchase of 
dwellings. This was $16.1 million less than the 
amount approved in January 1979 but $46.0 million 
more than the February 1978 figure. 

In seasonally adjusted terms the total of loans 
approved in February 1979 was $273.0 million, $13.3 
million less than the January 1979 figure but $42.4 
million more than in February 1978. 

Loans approved by savings and trading banks for the 
construction of dwellings totalled $49.0 million in 
February 1979. This was $5.1 million less than in 
January 1979, but $12.4 million more than the 
amount approved in February 1978. 

During February 1979 savings and trading banks 
approved $212.7 million in loans for the purchase of 
established dwellings, $8.8 million less than in 
January 1979 but $33.9 million more than in 
February 1978. 

EXPLANA TORY NOTES 

This bulletin presents statistics of secured 
finance provided by banks to individuals for the 
construction or purchase of dwellings, for owner 
occupation, and details of other selected items relating 
to the provision of housing finance. 

2. While the statistics are described as being for 
calendar months, it should be noted that: 

(i) for trading banks the data relate to the period 
ending on the second Wednesday of the month 
following the month stated and may cover 
either a 4 or 5 week period. 

(ii) for savings banks the data relate to the period 
ending on either the last Monday (one bank), 
the last Wednesday (seven banks) or the last day 
(five banks) of the month stated and may cover 
either a 4 or 5 week period. For December 1978 

the data for the banks that normally balance on 
the last Wednesday relate to a 3 week period as 
the monthly "balance date" for these banks was 
brought forward because of the Christmas 
holidays. 

3. Details of the methods used in seasonally 
adjusting these series are given in Seasonally Adjusted 
Indicators (1308.0) . 

4. Large fluctuations occurring in series as a result 
-of irregular influences, such as interest rate changes, are 
not removed by seasonal adjustment. Particular care 
should therefore be taken in interpreting individual 
month-to-month movements . 

5. For detailed information on the scope and 
coverage of these statistics and definitions of items refer 
to the July 1978 issue of this bulletin . 

6. This bulletin incorporates revisions made to 
previous statistics in this series . 

Related publications 
7. Users may also wish to refer to the following 
publicatIOns whIch contam housmg finance statIstICS 
directly comparable with those published in this bulletin 
and are available on request : 

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia 
(5609.0) (monthly) 

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation 
Permanent Building Societies, Australia (5610.0) 
(monthly) 

8. All publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications (1101.0) which is 
available free of charge from any ABS office. 

Symbols and other usages 
n.a. not available 

nil, or less than half the final digit shown 
Dwgs number of dwelling units. 

Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between sums of the component items and 
totals. 

R_ J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician 
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TABLE 1 - ~A"INGS SANKS - LOANS A.PPRO~£D TO INDIIIIDUAlS 

PURCHASE OF PURCHASE OF Al TERATIONS 
CONSTRUGTION NEwLY ERECTED Co STA BLISHED AND ADDI lIONS 
OF DWELLINGS DWELLINGS ui1ELLINGS TOTAL TO DwELLINGS 

DHGS iOOO DWGS $0011 Dw(;S $000 DHGS $000 $000 

AUSTRALIA 

1978 
JANUARY 1,349 28,257 961 20,807 5,65,+ 122,971 6,104 172,035 &,99v 
FEBRUARY 1,2&7 2&,057 1, U5.3 23,048 &,311 133,613 8, &Jl , 182.918 7,&1t .. 
MARCH 1,501 30,323 1. u7i 22.987 6,052 13d. 88 7 9,221t 192,197 9.631 

APRIL 1,lt61 30,061t 948 211,418 7,6<::0 125,900 8,235 176,982 9,078 
MAY 1,674 36,076 1,126 25,166 6,939 llt6,096 9,939 209,942 10,927 
JUNE 1,569 34.391t 925 19,771 5,712 121.447 8,206 175,612 6.519 

JULY 1,019 35,825 921 20,111 5,546 119,176 6,086 175,114 6,314 
AUGUS T 1.725 37,129 1, 11 97 25.222 6,521 14 11 ,718 9,343 203.069 9.404 
SEPTEMBER 1.724 39.862 l, GlO 23,576 0,33 .. 14 0 ,935 9,ud6 204,393 B,5e7 

OCTOBER 1,579 35,H7 1,124 25,54& 0,olt8 151),608 9,351 212,141 9,185 
NOVEMBER 1,727 39,ft80 1,060 24,579 7,557 17 2,155 ilj,344 236,214 8,&17 
DECEMBER 1,3&5 31,764 600 19,797 5,662 127 ,62 0 7,687 179,181 6,424 

1979 
JAN UA RY 1,&25 36, lU6 993 23,370 7,139 105,029 9,757 226,505 8,219 
FEBRUARY 1,500 35,279 960 23,246 6.652 ... 56.521 9,332 217,046 8.152 

SlATES .;. FE.BKUARY 1979 

HOUSt::S 

N.S.w. 376 9,109 159 4.385 1.;323 48. 063 1:.,456 61.577 
IIIC. 435 11,201 1tJ& 9,720 2,277 54, 9ft 9 3,116 75,81.0 
QLD 304 0,U2 158 3,371 626 15,206 1,290 2 .. ,769 
S.A. 135 3,167 117 2,582 635 14, H8 667 19,867 
W.A. 176 4,000 44 99ft 373 7,956 593 12,952 ( NAI 
TAS. 53 1,170 13 287 2 (; 3 1t,416 2&9 5,813 
N.T. 3 oa 19 371 Z2 431 
A.C.T. 17 362 25 603 lC7 2,279 1,+9 3,244 

TOTAL 1,1+99 35,2&1 922 21,942 6,365 11t7,380 8,786 204,563 

OTHER DwELLINGS 

N.S.w. 1 16 15 370 33(l 7,918 346 8,386 
VIC. 20 401 B,+ 1, 801 1 13 4 2,202 
QLD 13 322 27 572 itO 694 
S.A. 5 116 ,9 569 34 665 
W.A. l 60 .. 3 2D 6 l6 Z68 (NAI 
TAS. 2 3G 2 3(, 
N. T. 
A.C.T. 2 35 2 43 '+ 7'8 

TOTAL 1 16 58 1,3114 ,+67 11,11+1 5,+6 12,463 

TOTAL 

N.S. w. 377 9,127 174 4,755 ~,2 ~3 56, 001 2 .. 8 04 69,8~~ 1.a835 
IIIC. 1+35 11,2H 426 1G,121 2, jbl 56,75i1 3,22.2 78, ;) 72 4,366 
QLD 3114 6,192 171 3,693 8!>5 15.778 1,3JO 25,663 479 
S.A. 135 3.1.67 1Zl 2,698 6tA 1 .. ,667 921 21l,552 &63 
H.A. 176 It,O Dc! 47 1,054 3 tl6 8 ,166 009 13,224i 50 5 
TAS. 53 1,17 J 13 281 21J5 .. , It4 b 271 5,9,,3 173 
N.T. 3 60 19 371 22 .. 31 
A.C. T. 17 362 27 638 H9 2.322 153 J,322 129 

TOTAL l,500 35,279 :l60 23,246 6, 6~2 156,521 9,3~2 217,046 6,152 
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TABLE 2 - TRAOINI. BANKS - LOANS APPKOIIEO TO INDIVIDUALS 

PURCHASE OF PUR CHASE OF ALTERATIONS 
CONSTRUCTION Nc.I'iLY ERECTED ESTABLISHED AND ADOITIO~S 
OF DWELLINGS DWELLINGS DWELLINGS TOTAL TO OWELUNGS 

DWGS iOOIl OWGS saoo D .. GS "1011 DriGS £00" $OIlJ 

AUSTkALlA 

1978 
JANUARY 527 6.5&& It OB 7,472 l. , 9b9 37,33 11 2.904 53,368 12.957 
FEBRUAl(Y b13 10,5 C3 514 9,&30 2 .3YO 44,921 3,51.7 &5,Q54 1&,&32 
HARCH 697 12,D7D 533 9,566 2,51t2 48, 0 && 3,772 69,704 19,535 

APRIL 541 9,7&5 4&5 8,272 2, \J 30 39,118 3,03& 57.155 16,294 
HAY 744 12,437 575 9,913 2,487 46, 06 3,8 u 6 68,356 18,166 
JUNE 593 10,294 41+5 8,024 1,9 2 7 35,564 2, 9il5 ( 53,662 14,5.88 

JUt Y &16 12.373 .. 43 7.859 2.11 Li 4 37,242 3.11&3 57.474 15,547 
AU UST 784 1'+,399 459 8,'+15 2,446 47,731 3,&89 70 ,545 19,764 
SEPTEMBER 689 12,&02 51ii 9,546 2,343 4 0 ,525 3,542 62,733 14,307 

OCTOBER &58 12.475 471 8.731 2,321 ,+l,':l39 3,450 &3.145 15.270 
NOvEMBER 80& 15,1117 53& 9,999 2,334 53,3'+0 4,27& 78,356 18,985 
DE:EM6ER 508 9,789 260 '+,&57 2, U 21 34.79& 2,8119 ,+9,2 .. 2 10,724 

1979 
JA~UARY 8&1 15.337 531 11,155 3, G~ 5 56,443 4,397 83,535 16,018 
FEBRUARY 713 13,&97 43,+ 9,060 2,6 ~ 1 54,1&2 3,9 .. 6 76,939 15,&62 

STATES - FEdRLJAKY 197'3 

HOUSES 

N.S.W. 318 &,05ft 90 1,80 7 1,2 b4 25,559 1, &72 33,420 
VIC. 116 2,572 &7 1.171 394 7.149 577 1.1.892 
QlD 117 2.3ft4 4& 81.1 '+;)5 6.742 598 9 ,897 
S. A. 48 1,047 157 3,8 0 .. 178 3,8'+8 383 8,&99 
W.A. 58 S72 26 48 .. 176 3, b35 262 4,991 (NAI 
TAS. 20 255 6 64 70 1.210 '36 1.549 
N.T. 7 1 08 2 24 7 115 16 2'+7 
A.C. T. 4 11il 3 119 41 1, 084 .. 8 1, .313 

TOTAL &88 13,3&2 397 8,304 2,567 49,342 3, &52 71,008 

OTHER DWELLINGS 

N.S.w. 8 98 17 325 1bl 3,502 18& 3,925 
VIC. e .. 2 1 15 3J 6 illl 37 057 
QLD 6 1.15 6 192 i:: .. 4&7 36 794 
S.A. 6 132 5 &0 11 192 
W.A. 3 48 6 102 .. 6'::l 13 219 (NAt 
TAS. 2 12 8 115 10 127 
N.T. 
A.C.T. 1 10 2. 7 3 17 

TOTH 25 335 37 776 234 It, 82 a 296 5.931 

TOTAL 

N •. S .. W. 326 &,152 107 2,132 1,4 25 29, Dbl 1,.858 37t3!t5 Q,931 
VIC. 122 2,614 08 1.166 it <: '+ 7.749 614 11.549 3.&7u 
QlO 123 2.1t79 52 1.01l3 45'3 7, 2C 9 6J4 li1,69l 1.611.1 
S.A. 48 1, ii 1t7 103 3,93& 183 3,9& 8 394 8,891 1,32 .. 
W.A. &1 320 32 586 1 82 3,70" 275 5,210 1.592 
TAS. 22 267 6 84 78 1,325 106 1,676 2'+1 
N.T. 7 iU8 2 24 7 115 16 Z47 112 
A.C.T. 4 11(j It 129 43 1 , 091 51 1,33,) 18': 

TOTAL 713 13,&97 434 9.080 ,-, t!lll S,+,162 3,9'+8 76.939 15,662 
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